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A  student  questions  a  panelist.  Over  700  crowded  into  the 
School's  Gym  to  hear  discussion  on  "The  Role  of  the  Writer 
in  Canadian  Society". 


Kirkland-Casgrain  Opens  Day 

Mayor  MacCallum  Addresses  Assembly 


I  eading  figures  in  the 
Canadian  literals  scene. 
visiting  teachers  and  students 
■Umbering  1 250  were  wel- 
comed by  the  Headmaster, 
A.  S.  Troubetzkoy,  at  the 
opening  ceremonies  of 
Selwvn  House's  Canada  Day. 

Mayor  DC.  MacCallum 
ot  Westmount  extended  an 
official  civic  welcome  to  all 
visitors  to  the  School  and 
went  on  to  introduce  the  Hon. 
Claire  Kirkland-Casgrain, 
former  Provincial  Cabinet 
Minister  and  presently  Judge 
of  the  Provincial  Court,  who 
was  to  officially  open 
Canada  Day. 

Madame  Kirkland-Cas- 
grain's  remarks  aptly  set  the 
pattern  for  the  later  panels 
and  seminars  dealing  with 
all  aspects  of  Canadian  Lite- 
rature, "know  thyself.  Know 
your  strengths  and  your 
weaknesses.  Know  your 
potential,  your  limitations. 
Know  who  you  are  and  from 
whence  you  come  and 
whither  you  go.  Know  your 
place  in  the  sun". 

This  questing  spirit,  this 
search  for  self-identity  must 
be  pursued,  maintained 
Madame  Kirkland-Casgrain. 
"...  If  we  are  to  know  our- 
selves we  must  learn  of  our 
land,  of  our  environment,  of 
our  history.  We  must  come  to 
appreciate  all  our  peoples. 
And.  if  we  are  to  achieve 
all  this,  we  can  do  so  best 
by  reading  our  own  literature 


in       whatever  nguage: 

French,     English,     Inuit    or 
Ukranian." 

Madame  Kirkland-Cas- 
grain went  on  to  comment 
on  the  exciting  nature  of 
Canada  Das  and  the  oppor- 
tunities it  would  present  to 
the  young  high  school 
students  present.  As  well, 
she  mentioned  the  projected 
Conference  of  I976,  a  Con- 
ference which  would  bring 
together  historians,  geo- 
graphers and  social  scientists 
to  examine  their  work  as  it 
relates  to  Canadian  Li- 
terature. 

(See  "Casgrain"  -  page  6) 


Canadian  Writers  and  Students  Meet 

1250  from  Montreal  Schools  Assemble  at  S.H.S. 


Canada  Day  was  held  at 
Selwyn  House  on  May  6, 
1975.  The  Conference  this 
year  brought  together  1250 
high  school  students  and  100 
of  their  teachers  with  32 
Canadian     novelists,     poets. 


critics,  editors  and  trans- 
lators. Some  46  public  and 
private  schools  from  the 
Greater  Montreal  area  and 
the  outlying  districts  partici- 
pated in  the  event. 

The  Hon.  Claire  Kirkland- 


1 1  Poets  read 

own  works 
in  two  sessions 

Responses  to  poetry  read- 
ings are  generally  personal; 
therefore,  capturing  and 
recording  feelings  evoked  by 
such  events  is  difficult,  es- 
pecially when  some  of 
Canada's  most  distinguished 
poets  are  assembled  to  read. 
Generally,  both  sessions  of 
readings  were  entertaining 
and  informative.  A  number 
present,  having  never  attend- 
ed sessions  of  reading  before, 
discovered  that  they  could 
understand  and  enjoy  poetry. 

In  St.  Mathias  Church, 
F.R.  Scott's  "Trans  Canada", 
his  record  of  his  "first  ex- 
perience of  seeing  the 
country  from  the  air"  was 
followed  by  his  reminder  that 
examinations  were  near  in 
"The  Examiner".  Doug 
(See  "Poets"  -  page  4) 


Publisher's 

Display 

attracts 

large  crowds 

Canada  Day  at  Selwvn 
House  was  very  fortunate  in 
attracting  20  Canadian  pu- 
blishing companies  to  dis- 
play some  700  works, 
representing  a  wide  cross- 
section  of  Canadian  prose, 
fiction,  poetry  and  criticism. 
Publishing  firms  large  and 
small,  from  British  Columbia 
to  Quebec,  attended.  The 
Canadian  Literature  section 
of  the  School's  Library  has 
been  greatly  swelled  by  the 
generous  donation  of  many 
of  the  books  which  were  on 
display. 

As  well,  The  Double  Hook 
Bookstore  sold  books  written 
by  authors  attending  Canada 
Day.  This  retail  display  was 
very  busy  as  many  people 
were  anxious  to  obtain  books 

(See  "Publishers"  -  page  6) 


From  left  to  right:  Hugh  MacLennan.  Mordecai  Richler,  Nairn  Kattan,  Jack  McClelland  and 
Robin  Mathews.  (See  page  5  for  story). 


Casgrain  was  the  Guest  of 
Honour  at  the  Opening 
Sessions.  Poetry  and  prose, 
readings  followed  and  these 
were  held  in  the  School's 
Gymnasium  and  in  the 
Sanctuary  and  Chapel  of  St. 
Andrew's  Church,  across  the 
street  from  the  School.  There 
followed  two  Working 
Sessions,  lunch  and  a  Third 
Working  Session,  and  the 
Day  was  brought  to  a  close 
by  Jack  McClelland  of 
McClelland  and  Stewart, 
Limited. 

The  Working  Sessions  pro- 
vided an  opportunity  for  the 
guests  to  attend  panel 
discussions,  to  hear  prose 
readings  or  to  meet  with 
individual  authors  in  in- 
formal, seminar-type  dis- 
cussions. 

Panels  were  held  on  the 
following  topics:  "Small 
Magazines  and  Small 
Presses  in  Canada";  "Que- 
bec Literature:  Unknown  in 
Canada";  "The  Role  of  the 
Writer  in  Canadian  Society"; 
"On  Canadian  and  Quebec 
Literature:  the  Problems  of 
Translation".  In  addition, 
mini-panels  were  held  on: 
"Literature  in  Cinema,  TV 
and  Radio"  and  "The  Critic's 
Role". 

Invited  to  the  Writers' 
Lunch  were  the  guest 
authors,  and  one  teacher 
from  each  of  the  partici- 
pating schools.  Mordecai 
Richler  was  the  Guest 
Speaker. 

STUDENT 
INVOLVEMENT 

The  involvement  of 
Selwyn  House  Students  in 
the  operation  of  the  Day  was 
extensive.  Each  writer  had  a 
Host  and  a  Deputy-Host 
assigned  to  him,  and  it  was 
the  duty  of  one  of  these  boys 
to  introduce  the  writers  at 
the  start  of  the  panel  or 
seminar  and  to  Chair  the 
meeting.  The  boys  also 
attended  to  all  matters  relat- 
ed to  traffic  flow,  security, 
ushering,  information,  park- 
ing lot  attending,  sound 
(See  "Students"  -  page  2) 
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Hugh  MacLennan  meets  informally  with  students. 


tt 


Quebec  Literature  Unknown  in  Canada" 

Fischman  -  Jones  -  Kattan  -  Stratford  in  discussion 


Montreal  Storytellers  Enchant 

Three  Writers  Present  Readings 


A  morning  panel  in  the 
gymnasium  was  devoted  lo 
"Quebec'*  Literature:  Un- 
known in  Canada".  The 
panelists  were  Mr  Gil  Drolct, 
Mrs  Sheila  Fischman,  Mr. 
Philip  Stratford.  Mr  Doug 
Jones  and  Mr  Nairn  Kattan. 
The  relevance  of  the  topic 
was  attested  lo  b>  th< 
and  interest  of  the  audience. 
Droiet,  a  translator, 
presided  at  this  panel.  Sheila 
Fischman  opened  by  remark- 
ing that  the  literature  of 
Quebec  is  thriving  and  that 
there  are  more  writers  per 
square  inch  in  this  Province 
than  in  any  other  pan  of 
North  America  Slowly,  the 
literature  of  Quebec  is  gain- 
ing recognition  around  the 
chman.   who 


translated  four  of  Roch 
Carrier's  novels,  insisted, 
however,  that  the  assembly 
was  hearing  about  Quebec 
writers  at  second-hand  from 
English  Canadians  and  not 
from  the  authors  themselves. 

Philip  Stratford,  editor, 
translator  and  critic,  pointed 
out  that  the  literature  of 
Quebec  is  largely  unknown 
to  English  Canadians  and 
that  authors  and  translators 
have  to  break  the  isolation 
of  French  Canadian  litera- 
ture. He  stressed  that  it  is 
essential  for  everyone,  above 
all  students,  to  know  and 
understand  the  literature  of 
Quebec 

Doug  Jones,  who  followed 
Mr  Stratford,  cmphasi/cd 
thai  translation   is  a   B 


of  acquainting  people  with 
Quebec  literature  and  that 
everything  which  should  be 
known  and  read  has  not  yet 
been  translated.  Mr.  Jones, 
author  of  three  books  of 
poetry,  critic  and  editor, 
agreed  with  Sheila  Fischman 
about  the  need  for  Quebec 
authors  to  avail  themselves 
of  opportunities,  such  as 
Canada  Day,  in  order  to 
make  better  known  their 
work. 

Mr.  Nairn  Kattan  spoke 
about  reading  the  authors  as 
they  write  in  French.  He 
firmly  believed  that  being 
able  to  read  in  both  langua- 
ges would  provide  great 
personal  enrichment.  When 
one  reads  both  versions,  one 
(See  "Quebec"  -  page  6) 


The  most  deservedly 
popular  of  the  group  read- 
ings on  Canada  Day  was  the 
presentation  of  short  stories 
by  the  Montreal  writers, 
Clark  Blaise,  Hugh  Hood 
and  John  Metcalf. 

These  three,  all  of  whom 
teach  English  at  Montreal 
universities,  form  a  group 
with  two  others.  Ray  Smith 
and  Ray  Fraser,  called  "The 
Montreal  Storytellers".  They 
visit  various  schools  and 
literary  gatherings  in  the 
city  doing  essentially  what 
they  did  at  Selwyn  House, 
reading  their  own  very  enter- 


taining and  incisive  stories. 
Their  delivery  is  relaxed, 
articulate  and  very  engaging. 
The  three  Canada  Day  capa- 
city audiences  who  heard 
them  were  delighted,  amused 
and  enthralled  by  the  quality 
of  their  material  and  with 
their  enthusiasm. 

The  stories  themselves 
were  chosen  with  care  to 
appeal  both  to  high  school 
students  and  to  adult  guests. 
Most  of  the  readings  were 
first-person  narrations  about 
experiences  with  which  the 
students  could  easily  identify. 
(See  "Stories"  -  page  5) 


Oa  Oromt  (chasnwaw)  and  PMMn 


lo  right)  N*im  Katun.  Doug 
Or»oa  10  student 


Shafts  Fischman, 
Munro.  on  extreme 


Hugh  Hood  reads  from  short  stories. 


WRITERS  ATTENDING  CANADA  DAY:  Don  Bell,  Clark 
Blaise,  Ann  Charney,  Fred  Cogswell,  Gil  Drolct.  Louis 
Dudek,  Sheila  Fischman,  Wynne  Francis,  Graeme  Gibson, 
John  Glassco.  H.  Gordon  Green,  Ralph  Gustafson,  Hugh 
Hood.  D.G.  Jones,  Nairn  Kattan,  Joy  Kogawa,  Hugh 
MacLennan,  Hugo  McPherson,  Robin  Mathows,  Seymour 
Mayne.  John  Metcalf,  John  Moss,  John  Nowlove. 
Mordecal  Rlchler,  F.R.  Scott,  Bill  Trent,  Glen  Selbrasse, 
Philip  Stratford,  Fraser  Sutherland,  Rachel  Wyntt. 


(Students...) 

equipment    i. n  online,  equip 
publishers'  display, 

truing  up  tlii    I  i  oi  up. 

Mi     m  w.is  especially  pleai 

my    lo   nitir   th.it   all   tin-   |oh 

filled  in  vokinti  1 1 

th.ii  .-.nil  oi  iii.    i  jo  boyi 

m   (n.iili     '».    Ml  .ind    I  I    wii«« 
involved     in     one     way     or 

inotn 
"it  was  entirely  giaiiivmg 


to  see  OUI  boyi  pull  lo|-itlu-t 
iliiimr  Hi  I  ).iv.  and  u  hen 
be  help  eei  h  othei  old 
i  be)  lose  beautiful!)  to  tbj 
i  li.illnip-  .mil  mined  iii  the 
finest    job    of    running   ar 

ambitious  show  thai  most  ot 

I.  bad  ovei  seen  it  was  i 
superb  i-iii.ii'"  commented 
\ii   w.i i  ini  Reid,  whose  owi 

task    it    was  to  i Iiii.ih    ,il 

itudeni  involvement 
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(above)  Robin  Mathews  and  Joe  Dydzak,  Grade  11, 
in  friendly  exchange,  (right)  Old  Boy  John  Glassco, 
one  of  the  guest  writers,  at  lunch,  (below)  Bill  Trent 
at  the  Publishers'  Display. 


(above)  Hugo  McPherson  and  Rachel 
Wyatt  meet  with  students,  (below)  Joy 
Kogawa. 
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chats  with  Ian  Burgess  and  Michael  Levy.Grade11 

Panel:  Literature  in  Cinema 
Television  and  Radio 


A  mini-panel  entitled 
"Literature  in  Cinema,  T.V. 
and  Radio"  was  conducted 
by  Hugo  McPherson.  editor, 
critic  and  ex-Commissioner 
of  the  National  Film  Board, 
and  by  Rachel  Wyatt.  a  well- 
known  novelist,  short  story 
and  radio  play  writer. 

The  session  was  very  well 
attended;  and  after  a  short, 
modest  introduction,  the 
authors  were  bombarded  by 
questions  on  every  aspect  of 
their  careers. 

Both  writers  agreed  that 
creative  writing  was  de- 
manding and  frequently 
painful.  They  found  that  the 
craft  requires  discipline  and 
a  daily  work  schedule.  It  alto 
demands  the  ability  to  jetti- 
son a  work  when  an  idea 
dies 

Many  questions  were  ask- 
ed about  their  preference  for 


television  or  radio  as  a 
medium.  Mrs.  Wyatt  favour- 
ed radio  as  more  satisfying 
for  a  writer.  Both  authors 
stated  that  in  television  the 
writer  was  responsible  for 
an  idea  and  the  script,  but 
that  the  final  production  be- 
longed primarily  to  the  tech- 
nicians. 

Mr.  McPherson  claimed 
that  television  had  by  no 
means  filled  its  potential, 
that  the  public  was  being 
offered  too  much  "pablum", 
and  that  too  much  concern 
was  given  the  Neilscn  ratings 
for  progress  to  be  made  in 
the  creative  content  of  this 
medium. 

The  session  closed  with 
the  strong  declaration  by 
both  writers  that,  in  their 
view,  a  good  book  was  still 
the  best  entertainment. 


Jack  McClelland  Closes  Day 

"Canadian  Literature  able  to  stand  on  own  merit" 


Canada  Day  was  brought 
to  a  conclusion  with  a  stirring 
address  delivered  by  Mr. 
Jack  McClelland.  President 
of  the  publishing  firm  of 
McClelland  and  Stewart 
Limited. 

Mr.  McClelland  spoke  first 
of  the  strength  of  the 
physical  resources  of  Canada, 
its  abundance  of  natural 
resources  and  of  brains  and 
talent.  These  assets  gave  him 
hope  and  faith  in  the  continu- 
ing     development      of      a 


national  literature,  for  self- 
respect  and  independence 
would  come  from  our  authors 
and  artists,  both  French  and 
English. 

Turning  to  the  Day  itself, 
Mr.  McClelland  spoke  of  its 
value  in  terms  of  fostering 
interest  and  pride  in  what 
had  too  long  been  an  area 
unknown  to  many  Canadian 
students.  Canadian  literature 
need  not  be  compared  to  that 
of  the  USA,  he  stated,  as 
it  was  well  able  to  stand  on 


its  own  merits. 

To  conclude  his  remarks, 
Mr.  McClelland  paid  tribute 
to  the  'great'  artists  of  Cana- 
da who  had  been  present 
during  the  Day.  and  stated 
that,  for  all  present,  the  Day 
had  been  a  significant  learn- 
ing experience.  He  looked 
forward  enthusiastically  to 
next  year's  events,  and  to  a 
continuing  growth  of  under- 
standing and  pride  in  our 
national  literature. 


John  Newlove  meets  with  students  in  one  of  the  Day's  48  seminar-type  sessions. 


Small  Magazines  and  Presses  in  Canada 

Important  discussion  -  First  of  its  kind 


The  panel,  treating  the 
importance  of  small  maga- 
zines and  presses,  was 
topical  and  echoed  senti- 
ments which  resonated 
throughout  Canada  Day 
Since  it  WW  the  first  lime 
thai  a  panel  had  met  to 
this  topic,  much  of 


tentative  After  the  intro- 
duction of  LMWDwM    f  nid 

r   Sutherland   and 

now  Mayne.  by  Adorn 
Cotttw,  Loots  Dwkk  (editor 
of  DC  books  and  a  man 


Ml  In  small  masjartwi  and 
piww»  since  the  l94tTs) 
spoke  on  the  cultural  neces- 
sity of  the  presses  and  maga- 

nm 

Dudck  stressed  thai 
they  were  responsible  for  the 
continued  detetopmsM  of  a 

vital  literature  by  introduc- 
ing new  writers  and  new 
'•>rm«  Me  noted,  however, 
thai  many  of  the 


es  today  were  becoming 
"flabby"  and  loo  reliant 
upon  Canada  Council 
support. 

1  red  Cogswell  continued 
the  discussion  by  pointing 
out  that  financing  and  dis- 
tributing books  were 
constant  problems  Speaking 
from  many  year*  of  dedica- 
tion, as  an  editor  of  "fiddle- 
head"  and  for  1  tddlchcad 
books,  he  noted  that  his 
debts  were  quite  Urge. 

Glen  Siebrasac  introduced 
the  national  question  and 
emphasi/ed  the  fact  that  so 
many  of  the  larger  maga- 
zines and  pmsn  were  not 
interested  in 
and  that  il 
only  ihe  small  maga- 
zines and  presses  which 
would  introduce  and  publish 
new  Canadian  writers. 

■ft  Sutherland  pointed 
out  I  he  controversies  possi- 
ble in  small  magazines  and 
cited  l«0  instances  related 
lo  "Northern  Journey 


controversy  led  to  a  boycott 
by  members  of  Ihe  Writers' 
union  which,  he  felt,  was 
ihe  literary  establishment. 
Louis  Dudck  here  maintain 
cd  controversy  was  an  im- 
portant function  of  small 
magazines 

mour  Mayne  (editor  of 
Valley  Editions)  who  has 
been  involved  in  establish 
ing  many  small  magazines 
and  presses,  summed  up  dm 
comments  most  emphatr  .ilh 

ting  thai  a  major  book* 
seller  *<>uUI  not  stock  small 
press  books  I  his  was  lumh 
denied  by  Mi  LowsMeJwek, 
win-  was  scaled  m  the 
audience  Mayne  tioi<-,l  ti„ 
caw  with   which  MM  OMJld 

p    a    small    magazine. 
simply  by  having  a  duplu-n 
ing  machine  and  a  suppU  <>f 
paper 

As     with     several     Man 
events  of  |  'in.  panel 

introduced  a  numb 
iroversul  issues,  ones  which 
need  exploration  and  atten- 
tion 


(Poets...) 

Jones  gave  us  a  selection  of 
"poetry  for  breakfast,"  and 
none  suffered  indigestion; 
indeed,  his  poems  whetted 
our  appetites  I  red  Cogs- 
well's selection  ol  llnee 
poems  which  be  translated 
ihOWjd  iptlj  Ins  modesiv 
and  tin-  iliwisit\  possible  in 
readings.  Seymour  Mayne, 
finding   himsell   "apocalyptic 

in  the  norninjT,  uwted  the 

mullein  i-  to  ,i  forceful  n  ad 
in)!  ul  loin  poems  from  Ins 
ii.  award-winning  col- 
li. Name.  Fraier 
Sutherland  and  Glen  Sit 
brassc.  yotinpei  ami  not  .is 
well-know n.  demonstrated 
the    direction    thai    kmm 

jfOtWfM  writers  were  going 
.Hid  piovid.,1  .i  )(ood  balance 
i"  ih.   MgeJOfl 

While  ih'  .i    tradings  look 

place  in  ii"  <  ban  b,  i  mim 
Dudek,     Ralph    Ousta/son, 

Robin  M.ithew.    I.ilm  Ni  ra 
.ind     lo\    Kog.i  •  .i    i.  ml 
m    the    gsm      I  din      I  hull  \ 
read       "I  ducution",       an 
iddms  i"  the  woiid  ibotn 

the  dangers  of  population  end 

growth,   Mis  "O  Montreal" 


spoke  oi  out  fame,  "foi  park 
ing    lots"    and    his    "Demo- 
lition"   presented    .i    lament 

lot    the  loss  of  old  buildings 

in  Montreal,  especially  in  the 
Bohemian  haunts  ol  Startle] 
Street  Gustafson  continued 

the  social  implications  and 
made  ;i  plea  lot  eompassion 
in  OUI  t  iolent  age  in  "Coda 
loi  Solt  I  [mho".  1 1 1^  "Que- 
Wintci        Scene",       by 

contrast,  reflected   his  boj 

hooii  in  <  ompton,  Quebec, 
Robin  Mathews  read  ■  s;it i- 
rical  wort  "Ballad  oi  Petes 

I  rude. in",  .in  tntl  I  i  u,l, -.hi 
poem,      .mil      "Centennial 

Sons/*    'elm  Newlove  rend 

Ihe     only     humorOUS     poem. 

"i  lephant"    end    ■>    mora 

i.  (lei  livs  one  iii  "Old  Harry". 
Joy     Kogawa     n  i  ailed     her 

Impressions  when,  u  tin  in 

ol    six,    she    ,iihI    hei    lamily 

,i<  porti  'I  front  British 
<  olumbk  (iiinii)'.  World  War 

II  in  "What  Do  I  Remember 
ol  ihe  I  \ .ii  it.it ion"  "Public 
lialh"  dealt  with  an  old 
Japanese  tradition,  a  possi- 
ble  way   to  dissolve  the   ills 

(Sea  "Poets"  -  page  5) 
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Panel  on  Translation,  from  left  to  right,  John  Glassco,  Sheila  Fischman,  Hugo  McPherson 
and  Philip  Stratford.  Grade  9  student,  George  Hedrei,  at  the  audio  controls. 

Problems  of  Translation  Considered 

"Translating  more  of  a  craft  than  art" 


Sheila  Fischman,  John 
Glassco,  Hugo  McPherson 
and  Philip  Stratford  were  the 
four  members  of  a  panel  who 
discussed  the  problems  in- 
herent in  translation. 

Hugo  McPherson,  editor 
and  critic,  opened  the  dis- 
cussion by  pointing  out  the 
importance  of  the  role  of  the 
translator  in  Canada  and  the 
difficulties  of  translating. 
One  of  the  major  problems 
he  mentioned  was  the  trans- 
lating of  slang  of  one 
language  into  that  of  another. 

Sheila  Fischman,  a  trans- 
lator    of     Roch     Carrier's 


novels,  explained  some  of  the 
demands  on  a  translator.  An 
intimate  knowledge  of  one's 
own  language  and  literature 
and  a  good  understanding 
of  and  insight  into  the 
foreign  tongue  were  two 
important  pre-requisites.  As 
well,  the  translator  must  be 
a  writer. 

At  this  juncture,  John 
Glassco,  poet,  novelist  and 
translator,  gave  several 
humorous  but  literal  ex- 
amples of  how  a  poem  should 
not  be  translated.  He  then 
read  an  example  of  his  own 
work  as  a  translator  of  the 


poetry  of  French  Canada. 

As  a  bibliographer  of 
translations,  Philip  Stratford 
gave  a  brief  history  of  trans- 
lations in  Canada,  a  history 
which  dated  back  to  the 
translation  of  Cartier's  Jour- 
nals of  the  16th  century. 

The  panelists  closed  the 
discussion  by  agreeing  that 
translating  was  more  of  a 
craft  than  an  art;  and  though 
it  was  not  an  original  work, 
translating  required  a 
creative  mind,  a  mind  which 
had  to  interpret  the  thinking 
and  style  of  the  original 
author. 


Provocative  Panel  on  Role  of  Writer 

Richler  -  Mathews  -  McClelland  -  Kattan  -  MacLennan 
in  heated  exchange  of  views 


Present  at  a  late  morning 
panel  in  the  gymnasium  were 
Nairn  Kattan,  who  acted  as 
moderator,  Robin  Mathews. 
Mordecai  Richler,  Hugh 
MacLennan  and  Jack  Mc- 
Clelland. 

Robin  Mathews,  Associate 
Professor  at  Carleton  Uni- 
versity, opened  the  proceed- 
ings by  attacking  Canadian 
authors  for  their  "colonialist 
mentality",  whereby  the 
first  thing  a  Canadian  writer 
does  is  head  for  the  Mother 
country.  No  Canadian  author 
is  accepted  at  home,  he 
claimed,  until  he  is  first 
accepted  in  London,  Paris 
or  New  York.  Canadians  are 
generally  an  unappreciative 
audience;  thus,  the  writer's 
role  is  to  bring  Canadian 
authors  out  of  the  attic  of 
North  American  literature 
into  full  possession  of  their 
own  house.  Mr.  Mathews 
then  went  on  to  take  Nairn 
Kattan,  "The  Canadian 
Council  czar"  to  task  for  his 
powerful  influence  over  the 
artistic  community. 


Hugh  MacLennan,  in 
answer  to  Mr.  Mathews' 
charge  of  political  conserva- 
tism, stated  that  the  colonia- 
list mentality  among  authors 
was  prevalent  when  he 
began  his  career.  He  now 
believed  the  writer's  role 
is  to  survive  and  to  do  his 


work.  He  went  on  to  stress 
that  because  of  the  vastness 
of  Canada,  an  author's 
imagery  depends  on  where 
he  lives  and  that  the  writer 
needs  to  present  Canada  so 
that  it  becomes  recognizable 
to  itself. 

(See  "Authors'"  -  page  6) 


12  Pulp  and  Paper  Companies 
Support  Canada  Day 


A     dozen     firms     of    the 
country's    Pulp    and    Paper 
industry  banded  together  to 
support  Canada  Day  finan- 
cially.    Mr.    J. A.    Kraemer, 
President  of  Kruger  Pulp  and 
Paper,  Ltd.,  was  the  financial 
coordinator  of  the  drive.  The 
Organizing   Committee  of 
Canada  Day  wishes  to  thank 
the  following  companies  for 
their  generous  support: 
Abitibi  Building  Materials  - 
Rexdale,  Ontario 
Bowater  Canadian  Ltd.  - 
Montreal,  Quebec. 
Consolidated-Bathurst  Ltd.  - 
Montreal,  Quebec. 
Domtar  Limited  - 
Montreal,  Quebec. 


J.  Ford  &  Co.  Limited  - 
Portneuf,  Quebec. 
Kruger  Pulp  and  Paper  Ltd.  - 
Montreal.  Quebec. 
MacLaren  Power  and  Paper 
Co.  -  Buckingham,  Quebec. 
Northwood  Pulp  and  Timber, 
Ltd.  -  Toronto,  Ontario. 
Nova  Scotia  Forest 
Industries  - 

Port  Hawkesbury,  M.S. 
Prince  Albert-St.  Anne  Sales 
Montreal,  Quebec. 
Scott  Paper  Company  - 
New  Westminster,  B.C. 
The  Beaver  Wood 
Fibre  Co.  Ltd.  - 
Thorold,  Ontario. 


F.R.  Scott,  one  of  Canada's  most  distinguished  poets  and 
lawyers,  enjoys  a  quiet  moment  with  students. 


(Stories...) 

The  Storytellers  were  an 
amazing  exception  to  the 
cliche  that  authors  read  their 
own  works  poorly.  Not  only 
did  they  not  stumble,  nor 
mumble,   but   they  demons- 


trated how  closely  a  reader's 
voice  can  approximate  the 
tone  of  the  written  story.  By 
their  voices  and  their 
material,  this  group  won  a 
ready  acceptance  at  Canada 
Day. 


(Poets...) 

of  modern  society,  she  stated. 
Both  poetry  sessions  were 
diversified  and  rich  experien- 
ces for  the  students  and 
teachers  who  attended  - 
many  for  the  first  time,  but, 
perhaps,  because  of  the 
quality  of  the  readings  not 
for  the  last  time. 
(Mr.  Ian  Burgess, 
Mrs.  Judy  Clark) 


PHOTO  CREDITS 
Two  of  the  photos  appear- 
ing in  this  issue  were  taken 
by  David  Pollock,  Grade  10. 
All  the  remainder  of  the 
photos  were  taken  by  Old 
Boys,  Jim  Locke  and  Jim 
Sadler  of  SADLOCK  PRO- 
DUCTIONS. 


Mordecai  Richler  and  some  admirers 
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46  Schools  Attend  Day 


Schools  which  panicipated  in  Canada  Day  were: 


Alexander  Gauh  Regional  H.S. 

Baron  Bvng  H.S 

Bailik  H.S 

Bishop  Whelan  H.S 

Cardinal  Newman  H.S. 

Convent  of  the  Sacred  Heart 

of  Montreal 

Convent  of  the  Sacred  Heart 

of  Roberval  H.S. 

Dunton  H.S. 

Girls'  Cottage  School 

Hcr/liah  H.S 

James  Lyng  H.S. 

John  Grant  H.S. 

John  Rennie  H.S. 

Lachinc  H.S. 

Lake  of  Two  Mountains  H.S. 

LaSalle  High  School 

Laurentian  Regional  H.S. 

Laval  Catholic  H.S. 

Lower  Canada  College 

Malcolm  Campbell  H.S. 

Massey  Vanier 

Comprehensive  H.S. 

Miss  Edgar  and  Miss 

Cramp's  School 


Monklands  H.S. 

Montreal  West  H.S. 

Mount  Royal  H.S. 

Northmount  H.S. 

Outremont  H.S. 

Pierrefonds  Comprehensive 

H.S. 

Pius  IX  H.S. 

Queen  of  Angels  Academy 

Riverdale  H.S. 

Rosemount  H.S. 

St.  George's  School 

St.  Laurent  H.S. 

Selwyn  House  School 

Sir  Winston  Churchill  H.S. 

The  Study 

Trafalgar  School 

Vaudreuil  Catholic  H.S. 

Verdun  H.S. 

Villa  Maria  H.S. 

Wagar  H.S. 

Western  Laval  H.S. 

West  Hill  H.S. 

West  mount  H.S. 

Weston  School 


(Author*-) 

Jack  McClelland  humor- 
ously took  the  publisher's 
viewpoint  "The  writer's  role 
is  to  write  books  to  support 
publishers  and  booksellers". 
He  rejoiced,  however,  that 
Canadians  were  maturing  in 
their  own  writing  so  that  it 
was  possible,  with  luck,  for 
a  writer  to  earn  a  decent 
Irving  and  to  be  able  to  tell 
what  it  is  to  be  a  Canadian. 
"Writers  arc  the  leaders 
which  bind  the  country  to- 
gether", he  stated. 

Mordecai  Richler  felt  that 
it  was  the  writer's  business 
to  stay  at  home  and  write 
books.  ■  to  be  an  honest 
witness  to  his  times,  talent 
helps"  He  cautioned,  how- 
ever, against  literary  nation- 
alism at  the  expense  of  true 
merit 

Both  Mr  McClelland  and 
Mr.  Mathews  commented  on 


the  deplorable  standards  in 
schools  and  universities 
where  second-rate  U.S. 
authors  were  preferred  to 
first-rate  Canadian  authors. 
"The  colonialist  mentality  is 
slower  to  die  in  the  hallowed 
halls  of  learning  than  among 
the  general  reading  public... 
perhaps  a  writer's  further 
role  could  be  to  choose  the 
readable  books  for  our  Cana- 
dian socici)". 

(Quebec.) 

finds  many  similarities,  and 
a  global  understanding  and 
icws  of  the  same  huma- 
nity exist  Mr.  Kattan.  Head 
of  the  Literary  and  Publish- 
ing Service  of  the  Canada 
Council,  concluded  by  saying 
thai  "...knowing  Quebec 
literature  is  for  everyone  to 
learn  about  oneself    " 


Jack  McClelland  and  Mordecai  Richler  in  discussion  with  the  Headmaster  at  the  Writers 
Lunch. 

Mordecai  Richler  Addresses  Luncheon 

..."We  have  something  fresh  to  say..." 


The  writers'  luncheon, 
held  in  the  Dining  Hall  of 
the  School,  was  attended  by 
some  125  guests.  The  head 
table  included  F.R.  Scott. 
Hugh  MacLcnnan,  Mordecai 
Richler.  Jack  McClelland, 
the  Hon.  Claire  Kirkland- 
Casgrain  and  the  Head- 
master. In  calling  upon  the 
guest  speaker.  Mordecai 
Richler.  Hugh  Macl  ennan 
described  him  as  "the  most 
unique  writer  I  know" 

Mr.  Richler  began  by  re- 
counting his  e.tiiv  experien- 
ces as  an  unknown  w titer 
He  contrasted  this  anonunity 
with  the  recognition  Cana- 
dian writers  were  now  enjoy- 
iiiK  He  i.iutioned.  howe\et. 
about  the  dangcis  inherent 
in  a  too  appreciative  socictv. 
"Canadian     wtiteis    wish    to 


be  read,"  he  said,  "because 
we  have  something  fresh  to 
say  about  the  human  condi- 
tion and  not  because  you, 
the  reader,  recognized  the 
street  names  in  our  novels 
or  can  nod  over  the  weather 
conditions". 

Mr.  Richler  continued  by 
deploring  "the  gravy  train" 
available  for  Canadian 
novelists,  a  system  where 
those  who  show  even  a 
whisper  of  talent  are  reward 
cd,  often  to  their  own  dis- 
advantage. 

Mr.  Richler  ci  incised  cer- 
tain Canadian  writers  who 
not  onlv   have  an  unfortunate 

penchant  foi  reducini  real 
and  perplexing  problemi  to 
small  Canadian  terms,   bat 

also  bemoan  the  lack  ol 
(  .in. uli. in    awareness   among 


our  youth.  He  hearkent 
hack  to  his  early  years  \\  In 
his  only  concerns  were  tl 
Montreal  Canadiens.  datv 
halls  and  the  local  boxil 
scene.  Remote  provinci 
premiers,  capital  cities  EU 
Canadian  writers  did  n 
interest  him.  In  his  view,  tl 
real  problem  is  that  hit 
school  students  "....are  beii 

insulted  hv  an  education  th 

is  second-rate,  end  most  i 

them,   when   they  do  get 
university,  are  shocking 

inarticulate and  then  Um 

of  awareness  is  not  the  cm 

but   onlv    one  nanovv   ISM 

oi  their  ignorance,  11  on 

high  school  students  we 
allowed   what   is  turd)    the 

right,  s  demanding  educatio 

then  (  .in. uli. 111  awaicne 
would  follow" 


(Publishers...) 

loi     atitogiaphing     hv     such 

I    writers    .is    Mon 
Richler,  i  i<  St, .it  01  Hugh 
Mat  i  ennan     I  he  Selwj  n 
H  iii.i.iiv    publication 

"  I  In        I  ..mill  Dimension" 

was    tilsn     on  sale     .iiul     H 

i.ivr  noiiies      hv 

many    inilhois  and     I  nghsh 

Publi  thing     <  ompaniei 

'  .ii  (  .in. ni. i  i  ».i\ 

nit  In. I  \ik    l        P 

<  .in. uli. in   lion!    Information 

( « ni  ii .  (  larks  Irwin,   i  di 
B  in  .  i  ditions 

II     :  '  II.  .11  llllllll.il         III 

Canadi.in  l  ii  lion,  I  sdysmith 

ess,  I  •*  rn  ...  .  id   ri  in 

th     Montr  <'     i 

Presvev    ds    1*1  niverslte    dc 

Met  lelland     ind 

Stewart,    Mi  'oil       <.>u. .  n'i 


University    Press,  Oberq 

I 


uss, 


Oxford  Universe 
1'iess,  I'otlach  Publication 
Prentice  Hall,  Pulp  Pre] 
s.iii  Press,  i  in  i  rog  I'n  s 
\  elle)  i  iinioiis.  Ward  Bos] 


(Casgraln...) 

I  his  opening  . nidus       IK 

..i  i>\  praising  the  initiate 
oi  Selwyn  House  loi  undai 
taking  (  .hi. nl. i  I  ),iv    "In  th 

l.ihin    ..I  (   .in. nil. in  .  .  I  in  .ill. H 

tin  publR  schools  offei  tl 
bash  thread  snd  fit! 
ii.iiniin.il    pattern    St  hooj 

in  Ii    as   Selwyn    Mouse,   at 

fibres  wiin  h  bit  nd  Into  th 
iiii.il  i  loth  .ind  .nid  .ri  ,iil 
in  us  vitalit)  and  to  1 
strength  W 


